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Caveats ……
1. I do not profess to be an expert. This is a little of what I have learned 

over my long photographic journey.
2. What I present is based on both my views and practical experience.
3. You may disagree with me. That’s OK. Let’s discuss.
4. This is NOT about what lens to use, when. That’s a topic for another day.
5. As I have been a dedicated Canon shooter for about 35 years, a lot of 

what I present has a distinct Canon flavour but generally applies to all 
other brands.

6. Please put up your hand to ask a question as we progress. It is far easier 
to address at the time rather than go back.



GAS …….

▪

▪

▪



Which camera takes the best photo?



Technically speaking ………

▪



Continual improvement ……

▪

▪

▪

▪



The most important component?



Why is the lens the key component?

▪

▪

▪

▪



A good comparison …….

▪

▪



Can you pick 
which is which?

30MP 5D IV?

10MP 40D?



Did you pick 
correctly?

30MP 5D IV

10MP 40D



Lens quality vs MP ……

A 65% crop of 
an image 
taken with a 
3.25MP 
camera and 
top-quality 
lens.



Choosing the best lens ……

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



Remember ……..

▪

▪



Lens quality options ……..

▪

▪

▪

▪



Lens quality – technical aspects …..
▪

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.



Resolution vs Sharpness …..

▪

▪

▪



Resolution in lens choice …..

▪

▪

▪



Modulation Transfer Function (MTF)

▪

▪

▪

▪



MTF Charts ……..



A much “sharper” lens ……



A mixed bag …….



Help in choosing …….

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



Online reviewers I find credible …..
▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



DXOMark …….

▪ https://www.dxomark.com/

▪

▪

▪

▪

https://www.dxomark.com/
https://www.dxomark.com/


Select …….







Actual buying exercise …….

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪















LEFT: Both lenses at their 
sharpest aperture. 
F/4 vs F/5.6

RIGHT: F/1.4 wide open 
vs F/1.2 at its sharpest.



Conclusion of exercise …..
•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Thinking of a new lens?

▪

▪

▪



Which new lens to buy?

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



Some things to consider …….

▪

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.



Buying options ……

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.



Buying used lenses on eBay …..

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



Good buying ……..
▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



A key decision ……

▪

1.

2.

3.

4.



The END



uestions
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